
 

 

 
REPORT OF THE DIVISIONAL OFFICER 

 LICENSING, FOOD & SAFETY 
TO THE SPECIAL GENERAL LICENSING COMMITTEE 

20TH JUNE 2014 
 
 

REQUEST FOR AUTHORISATION TO GRANT VEHICLE APPLICATIONS 
OUTSIDE OF CURRENT AGE CRITERIA 

 
 
1.0 Background 

 
1.1 As Members will be aware, increasing numbers of applications are 

being reported to the General Licensing Committee for decision as they 
do not comply with the Council’s current licensing criteria relating to the 
type and age of vehicles. 

 
2.0 Current Position 

 
2.1 Existing vehicle licence criteria dictate the standards of vehicle required 

by the local authority before consideration of a licence.  Such 
documents ensure that a proprietor has clear guidance prior to making 
an informed choice of the type of vehicle to purchase.  It is important 
however, that local authorities do not strictly apply these criteria and 
that all applications for a licence are dealt with on their individual merit. 

 
2.2 Currently, hackney carriage vehicles must be brand new before a 

licence is granted or replaced.   
 
2.3 Current criteria for licensing private hire and restricted private hire 

vehicles state that vehicles will not be accepted for licensing on the first 
occasion more than two years after the first date of registration.  Those 
vehicles purchased from new will be re-licensed on merit but if a 
vehicle when first licensed is of any age up to two years old from date 
of first registration it will be re-licensed on merit until it is six years old. 

 
2.4 During the period June 2013 to May 2014, 27 vehicle applications were 

presented for consideration by the General Licensing Committee due to 
the type and age of the vehicle not complying with current conditions. 

 
2.5 All of the 27 vehicles were granted a licence on their individual merit 

following inspection by Members of the Committee. 
 
3.0 Proposal 
 
3.1       An increasing number of applications to licence and to replace existing  

vehicles that do not comply with the Council’s current age criteria are 
being received by the Licensing Section with many more expected over 
the next few weeks.  In view of this and as all applications to licence an 
older vehicle reported to Licensing Committee in the previous 12 
months have been granted, it is proposed that officers of  
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the Licensing Section be authorised to grant such applications. This 
authorisation only to apply in circumstances where the application 
complies with all licensing criteria with the exception of the age of the 
vehicle. The vehicle must also pass the Council’s inspection. 

 
3.2       Vehicle applications received that do not comply with  other current  

licensing criteria will be reported to the General Licensing Committee  
for inspection and consideration. 

 
4.0  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 It is recommended that Members authorise officers of the Licensing 

Section to grant vehicle licences in respect of vehicle applications that 
do not comply with the current age criteria for licensing vehicles, 
subject to the vehicle passing the Council’s inspection and meeting all 
other application criteria. 

 
 
The Licensing Committee’s instructions are requested. 
 
Background Papers: None 
Contact Officer:  Yvonne Lewis 
Extension:   5600 
Legal Contact:  Lyndsay Thomas 


